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Gees... be ſ; the ſenſe 1 ave of 
now 08 bow veiter 10 expre)s the ſenſe 4 Þave of your 
nn ola in making ſo free « Choice of - 
thoſe Relations, in which ? now ſtand to you, than 
lodging Fo, wy ray ſe in every one of your How- 
ſes. I earne t it may. be attentively read, 
and well con(idere dof 1 all thoſe in your Families who can 
read ; and may be read to ſuch as cannot read themſelves. 
And if I can prevail to have it examined Impartially, with- 
out all prejudice, and with the ſam fame Hanes 1 _—_— , with 
which it was Written, and Preached, I may mw [+ ns 
that it will, through God's Blelſing, produce at 
viſible good Effeds. 


We 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

—We haveatready- (praiſed be God for it) daily Prayers in 
iam Chnreher of this City , which _ #4 great choice 
of Hours; at ſome, or other of which, certainly moſt Men 
may, and the moſt Wiſe -and Piows* Men will find, or make 
leiſure, fron ther apdfngyy Fuſbreſ openly to own their De- 
pendanct upon, and pay their Pu lic Acknowledgments to 
that God, who both "fo #ade, and hath ſince ſo Graci- 

yRedeepngal than, forchinifelfs and t#ho every day Main- 
21 Prone, B rb Ant 1 queſtion not but 
that we ſhould ſoon have Prayers likewiſe every day in moſt, 


1 believein all our Churches, if the Pariſhioners could bg per- 
ſwadgd to golpe, Rnd ME ca to their Miniſters, 
who are now Uiſc d from the Attempt, by the Shameful, 


Scandalous Thinnes of their Congregations on Wedneſdays, 
and kiry/s 5, oy read. 4 | " 
Though I con to've of Opinion ( and that upon 
Edplrimear? lr þ hk fs neal F of Reaſon.) 
That even in thoſe Churches where there is the ſmalleſt Appeare 
ance at thoſe times, there would be twice, perhaps in a little 
while, Ten times as many at Prayers every day, were they 
once ſo ſetled, and Mens Minds duly awakened to the Con- 
ſideration of their Duty, and Intereſt, as now come on Wed- 
neſdays, ard Fridays. Since the better any good thing is 
weighed, and underſtood, and the more conflantly it is pra@i- 
fed; the more it will gain upon ws; andthe nearer it comegto 
an Habit, the harder'it will be toforbear it. 

1 fhonld: not need to:add, were it not to prevent (if it be 
poſfible) all nianner of Pretence to Cavil, That what is here 
advanced, manifeſtly enongh appears to be Calculated for 
Cities, Market-Towns, or ſuch Populows Villages, in which 
both the nearneſs of the Charch,and the Nature of Mens Em- 
ployments may conveniently afford them ſo valuable a Pri- 
vilege, as is that of Conſecrating ſome part of every day, = 

| ” 


The Epiſtle Dedjcatory. 


the __ and Publick:W orſhip of their Dear Lord, ind 
Maſter. Nor ſhonld I otherwiſe here ſay, becaiiſe 1 have /o 
often dove it in the Body of this little Treatiſe, hat [doall 
| preſs. thit Duty "with the Exception,' or Allowance of 4 
, amd"Godd Reeſon ) That is of 'ſkch « Reaſon, 454 
Procdemt; and. Piows 24 whoſe Ad 0 rojtþ that 
Gemine Principle of Divine” Life; t "of God, and 
all the Graces of bis Holy Fpirit, and = by 4 lively 
ſenſe, and properrionable caye of his Chief, wor of 
ceriy that \of hit" Immortal Acky ball Jon br FED 
be. a 't Browſe fori'bis js, "3p 4 Ke IA 4 
Circuniflences of wrra Preo and Pluce, und mer ſary," or 
werrautable Occaſions,” beirg fairly arcounted wh ; 
"What \ [" affirm,” and" wige, i} Ao That Ne mugen 
of our 'Charth' ought" #6 be ever "whe rt, 
ff frequented by all # bor ts Mein ers, Ta) obs Fl, 
rn rh; eonverrienty, Chriſtian "Pizty, Prudence, 
and Chats ſhall ftate, and agree"to do fuch. And tht "tis 
every Man's. Duty' tobe preſent at thent, (0 9; tn a} bis ag- 
Caſtor,” and condition of iſe, fo _— alt permit. 
And this Frubh, 11hink > were" thee ng o r Argument 
for it, may be clearly wade, dub by 1he Gtmeral Law! of our 
Religiom, ſuch as are thoſe which nfo and Þroite us, 
To: Celcfirſh the _—— of God: d allthings to 
the Glory of God. Fo' let all things'be 'q Ctoedife 
That is, to'the Building np, and 'A dice of the Church 
of Chriſt. Tothink on (ir order to prat#iſe) whatfocver 
things are Honeſt (or Venerable, ue Worthy, Zeura) 
whatſoever things are Juſt, (and ſach certainly is the d daily 
Publick Homage of an Intelligent Creature, to his Great 
Creatonr) whatſoever things; ate of good Report. To 
live to the Lord, with one Mind, and one Mouth to- 
aazars God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, To- 


eV\4\ IT% \ \ giv2 


Co-ed ates; 


- * © , ” » 
_ 
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- ſwade you tothe Pradice f 4 Religious Duty, which, if un- 


The » Epith __ 


ive Glory to:God . in the Church (3 the A/eaoblits 
BL briſtian People) by Jeſus Ck —_ all 4 
To may aber wr rs lor Lats ath re 1 
out of Dar into his Marvellous 34 there- 
by wade a Ro ory Preiinaed? Of Of whow, 65 \ we. re fuck, 


God. y or Capel conflart. Service, in the 
Wy 4 Jurfing did the $ the Sacri fe of the « Lovitica 
Prieſts. (Dr. rnge Theſe General 


Fo 2% g all of them eaſily applicable ts pray $, 
reat It whe go to. wention here, for the > 
nition, and Convition of thoſe whom the Prejudice of a 
7 erent Education, contrary Cuſtom, Party, or ether lit+ 
—_— may be apt to miſkad, and make 
andewn, what they are not. willing (ould betrue. 
1, Gel burr the the Event may be in. refetence to thoſe whi 
ibus oe to fland in their own light,\. [ Shall beve, at leaft, 
the Satisfa@jon of having now done what in we lay t0'per- 


prey 2 "ou the Principles, and performed b the Meaſures 
firs pay J=Saxgh udiſſembled Piety, will ver 7g nuchtendtorh 
Onour an Glory of God, the Credit, Gronth, and Ad- 
vancement Rag 3 the —_ our Charch, the 
Peace and FT fr 5 an} onr own greet 
good, bothin F. which is to: came. | That 
it may, pleaſe 77 et to Gon pris little Treatiſc,as that it may 
be ſo ol Way 7 to the tir Glory, the gt 
nerd latereſt, of Religion, and their lar 
who ſhall read, and duly waſide © it, is the thy _ 


+ Granlemens. * 


Your Obtiged | 
F aithfal Friend, and Ser vant, 


Jobn Mapletofs. | 
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Publick Prayers 


OF THE 


Churchof England, 


| 1 THESSAL. V. 17, and 18. 
Pray without ceafng. In every thing give 
banks : for thi # the Will of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you. 
Requent Intercourſe with Heaven by 
the aſcent, or going up of our minds 
to God, in the holy flames of fervent 


Prayer, and devout Meditation, is re» 
com 


< —OUAED woe BA. C24 644. - (et FUE EIN RA. 


Pj 
commended to us, both by Scripture, and Rea- 
fon, .as the moſt 1 Proper, and moſt -efte&Qual 


means of our growth, in _ and Spiritual 


Proficiency. For, ſuch wma! d more. im- 
mavfodvers fick mich Fovnes ofia MH 1- 
dom, Goodneſs, and Truth, will enlighten our 
Underſtan ings; muſt needs attragh, and unal- 
terab| BP kgi of vs aj pon the * T4119 wes of 
Redo Choice, the hn Good; will un- 
tack, .and looſen our Safls from the Clod to 
which they grow ; will raiſe. onr thoughrsabove 
the Smoak, "and Duſt, the petty Cares, and 


= tr fling CONC < this, World ; 5 a 

ja RRTON eva 3 ſhws 
onr Capacities3 refine our Tem 4 <a 
ſizce-onr Natures ; and thus a =o fits tor 
that ugarar Appr oach.go, andcloler Apniop with 
God, that centre of our immortal Spirits, which 


$:tobgour: Reft, and-our Happinels,onrCrevn, 
and-our Glory m.theinexe Lite, : 


It muſt thebe acknowledged, that thecon- | 
tinued Uſe, and Excercile of fuch Abſtratinpn 


of our minds from material, and ſenſible thiggs, 
and devout Applicatipn al our Souls bed 
in Prayer, and Thankſgiving, is a fu 


part 


Th a6 

part of that Fmployment, and Dury, to which 
weare obliged, as weare Chriſtians;. or of thar 
WII, and good'Pleafure of God, whichi' is re- 
vealet to us by our Bleſkd-Lord'tt his Gofpel. 
And this Confideration of the' Nature” and FE 
ficacy of Prayer, and its neceſſary ſubferviency 
to the great ends, and deſign of our Religion, 
may ſerve ( beſides the-conſent of learned In- 
terpreters. ) Grot. Vorſt. Cornel. a' Lapide ) to 
juſtify the Coherence, or mutual Relation of 
theſe Words, as I have now read them toge- 
ther. Pray without ceaſing, &C. 


Now theſe Words, thus connected, do ma- 
nifeſtly contain this Propoſition ; viz. That 
we Chriſtians are obliged, by the renure of 
our Profeſſion, and, as we are ſuch, to great 
Meaſures of our Devotion. That weare bound 
to have a conſtant, and affiduous Commerce 
with our good God, in Prayer, and Thank(- 
giving ; who hath vouchfafed tous, inthe Go- 
{pel of his Son, a more'expreſs Revelation of 
- his Nature and his Will; of his Love and 
Kindneſs to us, in ſending his Son to redeem us, 
and his Holy Spirit to Inſtruct, Reform, and 
 Sanftifieus; andof our Duty conſequent there- 
B 2 upon, 


= ts ©” — p19 1h; 


[4 ] 
upon, to walk worthy of God. 1 Theſ. 2. ro. 
z. e. To aQ, and live in ſome Proportion ro that 
Honour God hath.herein done us; who is now 
in Chriſt Jeſus, after a more peculiar nanner,, 
our Lord, our Maſter, our Friend, and Bene- 
factor, our Father, and our God. That ſince 


God is come down to us, (the Word was made 


Fleſh, and dwelt, or had his Tabernacle, among 
us; appeared gloriouſly in our Nature ) our 
Souls muſt now be always mounting up to him, 
on the Wings of Prayer, and in the daily Sa- 
crifice of Praiſe, and incenſe of Thankſgiving.. 
And that we Chriſtians muſt habituate, and 
accuſtom our Souls to dwell above ; and ro 
converle with the Original of. our Being, the 
God of all our Mercies, and all our Hopes; 


ſince 'tis the great buſtnels of our Religion to. 
diſpoſe, and qualifie us in this Lite, for the 


Enjoyment of God in the next; and by raiſing 


qur Minds from groſs, and ſenſible Objects, to. 


a reliſh, and taſte of things Spiritual and In-- 
valible, to Naturalize us to. Heaven. 


| And, ſince theſe general Precepts, Pray. 


without ceefing 3 In every thing give thanks ; 


do unqueſtionably umport both Frequency, 


and. 


Fe 1 
. 


WEE 


- and Perſeverance in the whole extent and lati- 


tade of Devotion ; both as to its ſeveral Parts, 
as alſo, as to its Circumſtances of Time, and 


| Place, including all kinds, and all manners of 


Addreſs to-Gad ; whether ſettled, and a 5 
or Accidental and Occaftonal, in point of time; 
publick in Churches, or private in our Cloſets 
and Retirements; ' or with our Families, in 
point of Place: it muſt be confeſſed, that we 
are chiefly, and more eſpecially obliged to that 
kind, or manner of Addreſs, which moſt fully 
anſwers the Principal Ends, and Fundamental 
Reaſans of Prayer in general. ] 


Now the great end, and deſign'of praying 
to God, being to do Honor to.him, inthe Ac- 
knowledgment we make, that as we derive 
from. him, ſo we wholly depend upon him, 
for all that we are, or have, or hopefor; and, 
to, procure from God a ſupply to all our own, 


_ and others wants, both in our private and: 


; wn Capacities; it evidently follows, That 
r 


e commands here given, To Pray without 


ceaſing and, To give thanks in every thing; or 


upon all Occaſions, and Opportunities, which, 
da preſent themſelves, muſt be underſtood, 


and: 


[6] 
and' that principally, to lay an Obligation nup- 
on'ts te make Conſcience of trequenting, # 
daily publick Worſhip of God, where we 
have ar opporniittity of'' fo, doing, Since, this 
manner of Applicatibir to God; doth apparent- 
ly;'above any. other; advance the glory of God, 
and' promotealt the valuable Intereſts both of 
our: ſelves, * an orhers ; © whether conſidered 
petſonally;” or colle&ively, as we make a So- 
ciety, or Bbdy, ' cither Civil, or Religious, as 
F ſhall-ſhew hereafrer, | | 


My Buſineſs ſhall therefore at preſent be to 
attempt the clearing up, and making good the 
Dodrine laid down in theſeWords,takenin that 
moſt genuine'andeminent ſenſe, which isallow- 
ed them by the moſt learned Interpreters, both 
Ancient, and Modern, viz. That we Chri- 
ſtans doſtand obliged, both by virtue of theſe, 
and'the like Precepts, and by the reaſon of the 
ching it-ſelfi conſcienciouſly to frequent the 
daily publick Prayers of the Church, where\, 
we have opportunity ; and can find, or make 
leiſure ſo to do.” And that therefore no Man, 
or Woman ought to think it altogether an in- 
different thing, ( generally ſpeaking, and the 


Iſ- 


C7] 
Circumſtances iof' particularCaſes being allow- 
ed for ) 'whether'they go'toferve God with 
the Congregation ; or ſtay at home, and em- 
ploy themlelves mm ſame other thing, 'tho law- 
ful, yetatthattime, aot neceiſary; orinot ſut- 
ficient to furniſh them with ſuch a zeafeti=s 
may Jerve to gufinty them 20 God, and their 
own Conkience, idinected by the :meatures of 
ChriſtaaPrudenocand Piety; of Lowe toGad. 

and a.duei|Cave of #heow Immocedl Sauls. 


_ Now the Obhgatzon weall have not 40 for- 
fake:theAdicmbling.of our {clves togerhier rwirh 
our 'Glhniſuan Brethren, every. day! 1n God's 
Houſe, unlets we are hindred by ſome good 


Reafen, Lihall, Thope, ;evince and: mdke ro 


appear jtnom theſe five following Yer 
tions, 


Firſtly, Frame 1mport, ET POP nag the 
Precepts here mentioned; and others of the 
kke Senſe, and Sigmitication, | 2/7. - That 
this x the Will of God .iu Chrift Jeſus concern- 
ing #6. 

— F tc deration of theiGlo+ 
ri and Honour we bring to God; and the Repu- 


tati1Cm 


EE» « 42 £6 20.4 45 Tank i.) ic ; 


[8] 


tation and Credit we give to Religion, by our 
daily, open, and folemn Addreſſes to him. 

Thirdly, From the nany, and great Advanta- 
ges we our ſelves ſhall reap from our conſtant 
Attendance on God in this our bounden Duty, 
and Service. Py. 

Fourthly,From theConfideration of the good, 
and intereſt of others; which we do hereby 
moſt effeually promote whether ſingle Per- 
ſons, or the Community of which we are 
Members. 

Fifthly, From the general Conſent, and uni- 
verſal Praftice of the Chriſtian Churches of 
all Ages, and Places, throughout the World. 


1. Then we Chriſtiansare obliged to frequent 
the daily publick Worſhip of God, out of re- 


gard to his Authority, who hath enjoined us - 


ſo to do, in this and the like places of Scripture ; 
ſuch as are theſe following, Ephel. vj 18. Pray- 
ing always | *Ey namiixgys at every ſeaſon] with 
all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all Perſeverance. Luke 
xvii). 1. Where our Saviour, ſpeaks a Parable, 
to this end, that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint, pi ixxaxsiv, not to beſlothful, re- 
| mils, 


Py PETTY 
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[9] 
miſs, and negligent in this great Duty, 1 Tit. 
2. 8. Iwilh therefore that Men Pray every where. 


Which both St. Baſel, and Beza do expound 


of Houſes, or Churches ſet apart for the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God; in'which Se. Paul would 
have Chriſtzans to Pray, and not- only. at-the 
Temple in Jeruſalem. Dr. Patrick's Diſcourſe 
concerning Prayer. Now, although it muſt be 
granted, that none of theſe Scriptures do ex- 
preſly enjoyn the datly uſe of Publick Prayers ; 
yet {ince theſe do more compleatly anſwer all 
the:ends of. Prayer,. than any private Devott- 
on can do, they muſt of neceflity be compre- 
hended, and by parity of Reaſon chiefly ws: 
fi igned i in thoſe Pome commands. 


Beſi des that, To Pray without ceaſing, or 
continually, may be mew properly expounded 
of our manger elves before God, in 
his: Houſe, as often as we are either obliged 
thereto. by publick Authority, 'or invited by 
the Taudable Cuſtom, and Example of pious, 
and well-diſpoſed Perſons. For this, in a po- 
prular ' and legal ſence, is doing a-thing indeſi- 
nently, or . without ceaſing.. *( Dr. Barrow, ) 
when we' perform it ſo yu as. wt are- required, 


by 


CY eee as 


tel. 


hy Jap, or Cuftam.: Thai the Friefti-avc (a8; | 
Heb: g. 6. to ge alvidys inro the. Tabernacle, 
2coampliſhing the Kervice of God. Always 


. 
. 


i. eat all choſe: felon dimes which Were ap- | 
pointed for (ich: Service, / andthe Apoſt)ts arc | 
laid,” Louke 24- 53--afrer Chriſt's Aſcetifion, ; 
and. their feturn to Jerufalews, to have been | 
confinally in the 'Temple, bleffing, and proj- | 
Gng God. 416. They went daily'to the Tem- | 
ple at the' uſiial! temes, or hours of Prayer. 
Since then we ate commanded, To Pray with- 
out codfing 5, and to geve thanks it every thing, 
| or wpen get y Derafion ; to pray alibayo, topray 
every Where, every feafon, or upon \ 

opportunity ; except a man thall be ſo abſurd 
il as to deny the folemn times ſet apart every day 
Hl | | for Publick Devotion, to be'{calons, and op- 
ll | pottuniries. of Prayer ; the Material Church 
tobe a place 3 and the hours of Prayer to be 
doy part of | time;: (and ſo to be necetfarily in- 
continually) he muſt confeſs, that all theſe 
Precepts of our Saviour, and his _— 
may, and ought, by the Analogy of Faith, 
and Deduction of right Reaſon, - to be inter- 
preted. at- leaſt, as woll of the Fublick, as of 


our 


[ 
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our PrivatgAdgectes. to God And: odnſequent- 
8 "That, we ought for: this gred® Reafon ro be . 
Aflidyous, .and cqpſciencioully Diligent in our , 
daily. Pyblick Approtehes: ta:-God ui his San- 
cup OX: becauſe thys- 18a confiderable 'part of 
= ; a9 'Weare Chiutians ; Or, / This: is 
the Will. of God in Chrift Jeſus contern- 
ing Mc) te 0 BD i" 14130 


And the pious Wiſdom of our Church' ha- 
ving provided, that not only on all the Lord's 
days, and ſome few others, fet apart for ſpect 
al Reaſons; bug on everyday of the Week al- 
ſo, Morning and Evening Prayer thall bs open- 
ly read, or ſaid, by the Gurate that Miniftreth 
18, every; Church: or Chapel, being at'! honie, 
and not being; otherwiſe} reaſo hindred!; 
"tis hereby plainly intimated, That every one 
who is not reaſppably hiiidred, ſhould afſocome 
to hear :it read. every. day: A Bell being order- 
<d tq;be rglled thereurito; that'the: e mg 

c to hear God's: Ward; : and toopray with 


the iſter.., As he who: pleates miay find at 
the cnd of the Diſcowie concerning the Chureh, 
in the Bopk; of Gommuri-Prayeri - Theſe thing 
c Þeebmne ary 


apligdered.,.jt, Wi not \certainby 
300! - 2 Wiſ 


ee OO eee — 
” 
* 


LES! 
Wiſe and Good Man) who Loves hisGod, his 
Religion, his Country, or his own Soul, uſually, 


and cuſtomarily, or indeed at any time, ' to 
ſent himſelf from the daily Pablick Worſhip o* 


God, without a very juſt and warrantable rea- 


fon: And he whoallows himſelf in ſuch plain 
Omiſlions of his Duty, 'upon any nnjuſtifable- 
account whatever, * denies to yield Obedience 
to this Precept, Pray without ceaſing;, lince he 
ceaſes, 'nay he refules: to'Pray,”' when the Pro- 
vidence of Gad, - the Director, - and Order of 
the Church, the Cuſtomand Example of JJe- 
your Perſoris, doy ſtrongly invit6 and ſoJicite 
him, by refortng to C 's Houſe,” and hearir 
his-part in the Publick Worſhip, to do! open. 
Henour to God, and: Advantage'both' to hit- 
2, and the whole Church dba Tor " 
(17s | We's are alſo obliped' to- FOR i Pub-. 
lick Prayers; becauſe we do thereby'b Glo- 
\EYis1 A nour t&God;/'and{bive Crete 'and: 


Rep to:our Religibn; a that in Hilith. 


greater: thanwe can Fo by any private 
Addrefiesto-him; either IG or with 


our Families. For thb'tir de erde2rf out 


Morin Gab: kcocptebly it homme?” 


a oa” IT) nee, $6, 


FJ 
both Dury our Adyanta e io to 4s; 
ot i Wo kicol Glary, are {+ Ho out- 

ward Significations of the inward valueand re- 
gard we havefor Perſons ; we do not pro perly 
honour, and glorifie God, ; our en De- 
votiqns ; but do-then more ve, him 
hi honour due unto his {PS LY his 
Name to he Glorious, when we Pray unto, and 
Ptaiſe him, before mach People. [* For,: When 
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'theie daily Attendance on their dearLoreand 


to, H—_— the daily Prayers of :oue” »y 
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Maſiet; in his own Houle: 
i1Þ Avothet Motive): OC Auaſiny @bligh 


is the Conſideration of the Advantapes we our 
ſelves ſhall reap from our ſo-doing. "OEWhith 
lors. [ fall —— TIERL 

471 3607. Of TI 

Finſ, That whhertby do. Gender me 
of our irne every diy mthe befirand moſt hea- 
vealy Employriiond 31) 46d conſequently wfter 
the beſt mbntſer that ive arc ofpable' "off ſpend 
Secoudly, That this Jaysa farther Obligation 
upon us ke Jead.a; more ficidy; and holy Life 
than, othes men do 5 apdite bolexemplary,” as 
well in all other. Graces, as ain that: of De- 
votion. 

_ Thirdly, Ikat his na cendinmecans, if we = 
are.not wanting t6i olatifelves, : ofi dur growth 
in Grace; and partiaularly, mm choſe two'Car- 
dual Graces (he Fop and PeriecSion, as: well 
as the Ground-work , and Foundation of att 
others, thi: Love of God, ard the-Love of 
qur Neighbours. . 

z. Then 


wid 1A 4 
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cc: £-1Then:L Gays That the tinic We? ſpend 
In the Publick Service' of God is: tlie beſt 


ſecured, and the beſt beſtowed of any 
other<ii/Ehisis:certainly the beſt; - becauſe the 
maſi-HeayenlyEmploymens; irbeing the'cort- 
tinual Bufineſs-of\ the Angels, and the Arch- 
angels; and all:;the: Hoſt ::of: | Heaven, with 
Joint Praiſes:to[find;'and Celebrate the Divine 
Majeſty. So that by thus doing, we begin 
Heaven here z {we do already/enter upon the 
Life, \and'State, and:Employment of Angels ; 
being /inited to that-blefled Choir,-and doing 
as they do;.'-And- he” that: ſhall duly acquit 
himſelf herein, will have this great ſatisfaQion, 
that he hath ſpent at leaſt one hour every day 
to the beſt advantage, -as an Anticipation, and 
fore-taſte of that Life; which we hope to lead 
in the preſence of. God for ever. 


2: Another Advantage' weiderive from fre- 
quenting daily the PublickPrayers is this, </iz. 
That our ſodoing lays a ftrong, and daily Ob- 
ligation upon us to live a more ſtrict, and ho- 
ly, a moredivine and heavenly Life, than others 
do; toibe unblamable, ' unreprovable urall our 
Converſation, And he who doth” not charge 

him- 


L 17 ] 
himſelf with the daily Practice and Exerciſe of 
all thoſe Graces, for which he prays to God, 
hath reaſon to ſuſpe&t himſelf of Hypocriſie, 
and Formality in theſe his open Prayers. Thole 
then who make Conſcience of Approaching 
God twice every day in his Publick Ordinances, 
muſt alſo for this very Reaſon, befides all o- 
thers, make more Conſcience of preſenting him, 
as with a pure Heart, ſo with a Circumſpect, 
Innocent, Unſpotted Life. And certainly if 
{uch Men are not much better than others, who 
pretend leſs, they are much worſe ; ſince the 
do hereby, openly profeſs more Zeal for God's 
Glory, more Love to him, and more Care to 
pleaſe him; and a greater ſenſe both of his 
Goodneſs to them, and their Duty to him, ſo 
that if they diſparage ſuch their Profeffion, by 
unſuitable Practice; they give juſt Reaſon to 
believe, they have ſome other end to ſerve then 
that of Religion. 


- 3- A Third Advantage which will acrue to 


. us from our daily Attendance on God in his 


Houſe, is growth in Grace; and particularly 
in the Love of God, and of our Neighbour ; 
thoſe two Eminent _ Comprehenfive Graces, 


ON 


[18 ] 
on which hang all the Law, and the Prophers. 
For the firſt- of thele, the Love of God ; 'tis 
certain, that the more often we Converle with 
him, the more intumately we are acquainted 
with him ( who being the fupreme good needs 
only to be known, that fo he may be loved by 
ns) the more ſtrongly will our Souls cleave un- 
to him: So that if to our Private Meditation, 
and Prayers, we add {uch daily foleazn Converte 
with him in the Publick Prayers and Thanksg+ 
vings, and hearing of his Word, our Love 
to him muſt needs grow and increaſe thereby. 
And as to the Love of our Neighbonr ; ſince 
every ſiding, and taking part, though but in 
{ome incon{iderable Opuuon, Intereft, or Cu- 
ſom, Education, or Courſe of Lite, 1s a pe- 
culiar Endearment, and ground of Afiedion to- 
wards thoſe of the ſame Opinion, Intere, or 
Way ; how much more prone wall they be to 
bear an hearty good Will and Kindneſs toward 
each other, who are daily engaged in the ſame 
common Intereſt ;- and that of the kngheit In- 
portance, viz, a joint endexyeur to bring 
Publick Honour to. thew common Lord ;, .and 
to forward their own Salvatian; who twiſt 


and combine their Prayers, and Prafles; and : 


CON- 
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converſe here with one another, . as they hope 
to do hereafter in Heaven. Not to mention 
now the ſolemn Interceſſion made twice aday 
for the whole Catholick Church, and the open 
Declaration of our ſo forgiving all Men, who 
offend, or injure us, as we defire and hope for 
Mercy, and Forgiveneſs at the Hands of God. 
Now, beſides the Efficacy of the united Pray- 
ers of a Chriftian Congregation, put up for 
themſelves and for each other (at which Chriſt 
hath promiſed to be prelent in a ſpecial man- 
ner, Matt. xviy. 20. ) It 1s, I think, an unde- 
niable certainty, That he who ſhall both in Pri- 
vate, and alfo inPublick, thns daily importune 
the Throne of Grace, ſhall obtain a greater 
meaſure of theſe, and all other Graces, than 
he whocontents himfelt with his Private, Soli- 
tary Prayers only. 


4. Another Conſideration enforcing this Du- 
ty of our waiting upon God, in his Sancua 
every day, is the great Benefit, and good whic 
others may receive from our ſo doing ; and thar, 
not only as particular Perſons taking notice of 
our regular, ſteady, exemplary Piety, joined 
with an unblemiſhed Lite; and a truly Chriſtian 

D 2 Con- 
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Converſation, may be won by our good Ex- 


ample, to the ſame practice ; and by the ſhine 
of our Light, by ſeeing our good Works, may 
alſo themſelves come in like manner to glorifie 
our Father which is in Heaven. But alſo, becauſe 
Publick Prayers, both as they tend to the bet- 


_ teringall thoſe, whodo conſciencioufly frequent 


them, and fo to the augmenting the number, 
and improving the Graces of Righteous Per- 
ſons, for whoſe ſake God often {pares a wicked 
Place, or People ; and alfo, in their Nature, 
Deſign, and End, are the proper Inftrument 
for the obtaining and continuing Publick Peace, 
and Tranquillity ; or the Eſtabliſhment, and 
Proſperity of a Church and State. Whence 
R. Maimonides, well obſerves, That he who 
dwells in a City 1n which there 1s a Synagogue, - 
or Houſe of Prayer, and doth not therein Pra 

with the Aſſembly, he is to be cenſured as an 
11 Neighbour : as one that is wanting in his Du- 
ty to promote, by his Prayers, the good of 
that Community, of which he i therefore an 


Unworthy Member.. 


And I have been credibly informed ( to ap- 
ply this point to our ſelves) That in the Days 
0 


ar 


ſa} 


of Queen Elizabeth, when our Church by the 


| Blefling of God upon her neceſfary and war- 


rantable Reformation, had quite broken off 
the Chains, and Fettcrs of the Rowiſh Ulurpa- 
tion; fome ( perhaps: moſt )) of our Pariſh 
Churches were as numerouſly thronged at the 
daily Prayers, as they have ſince been at Ser- 
mons. And that, as our Liturgy grew after- 
wards into negle&, by the Indevotion'and Pro- 
phaneneſs of ſome; and then into Contempr, 
by the Miſ-per{waſion, Vain Aﬀectation of No- 
velty, falſe Pretences to greater Purity 'of Wor- 
ſhip, and the like evil Artifices of /others: $6 
true Piety, and Loyalty, Men's Duty to God, 
and their Prince, Juſtice and Charity, Brother- 
ly Kindneſs, and good Will to each other, be- 
gan proportionably to leſſen and decay: trill at 
length every thing of Religion, but the Name, 
and Pretence only, ſeemed to dic, and expire 
in a Bloody Civil War : Of which our Poor 
Church ſtill wears the Marks; and feels ſome 
of its dire Effects to. this very day, in thoſe 
breaches which are yet uncloſed. From whence 
we may rationally conclude, Fhat as the neg- 
let, and diſ-uſe of our Common-Prayer was 
the beginning of thoſe Confuſftons, and Miſe- 


ries, 


. 
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T2) 
ries, Which rained both our Church and State; 
{o the moſt probable means to fecure our Rel- 


gion, as it is now Eftabliſhed, and to engage 


Almighty. Power on; our fide, is, for us all to 
unite our {elyes as mm the Proteflion of the Evan- 
gelical, Primitive, Apoſtolical Faith ; and in 
Uniform Obedience to all the Laws of God ; 
and. in ſtedfaſt Loyalty to our Ptince; and Uni- 
verfal Love, and hearty good Will one towards 
another : So alſo, in the ſame daily Publick 
Worſhip of otir great Lord. Which, toge- 
ther wh the Articles of our Religion is the pro- 
per, CharaGeriſtick, and Diſtih&ive Mark of 
the pureſt, and beſt conſtituted Church in the 
World, the Church of Exgland; in which, 
by” the goodneſs of God, we do now live ; 
and in which, by his Grace, we hope to die. 


The 5. ( and laſt ) Conſideration, from 
which I propoſed to deduce our Obligation to 
the daily fetvice of God mm the Church, 1s the 
general Conſent, and Umiverfal Practice of the 
Church of Chriſt, in all Ages, and Places, al- 
moſt in the World. The Apoſtles, as we read 
Luke 24. 5 3-after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, were con- 
tically in the Temple, 7. e. Every Morning 

and 
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and Eveniag (in which ſence the Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice was called the continual Burnt- 
Offering) at the time of Publick Prayer, Prai- 
ſing and BleGing God. And the Apoſtelical 
Conſtitutions which are by all allowed to be 
very Aaxicat ) do enjoy the Biſhop to Amor 

aud Command the People to come' every day, 
Fn Morning and Evening, tothe 'Publick Pray- 
ers; and that none by abſenting himſelf, ſhould 
maiu the Church, aud take way one Member 


fron the ep of C mow 2. — any. + 59. 


: Anda 25 'i al A 068; p” in- all Places, the 
Churches both a” the'Eaftern, and Weſtery, 
Communion , Greek, Armeman , Roman, 
Lutheran , and Calviniſt ; all C briſtian 
Churches, a/malt doſoUniverhly Underſtand, 
and Agree, Thc the daily Pubiick Worſhip of 
God is enjoined both by the Scriptures, and the 
very Nature of a Chriſtian Chaych, That there 
1s ſcarce any place in which it 1s not conſtantly, 
aud Religjouly obtcrved, and wed. For a Chri- 
ſana Church 1510 is proper Notion, Ar: Aſſem- 
bly of Men and Women mot together to Worſhip 
GadbbyChrifh; Or, A company jornetl together to 
hace Fellowſhip. with God, and one with anoth:r 
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in all. boly Duties ; of which Prayer, Thanks- 
giving, and Praiſes are the Chief. As thoſe 
who. need, or Deſire farther Information, or 
Sacsfaction in this Argument, may find Jargely, 
and convincingly handlcd, in a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Prayer, Jately publiſhed by a pious and 
learned Divine of our Church, Dr. Patrick, 
which I wiſh were in all Men's Hands. 


Thus have I ſhewed the Obligation we all 
have as far as. every Man's Opportunities , 
and Circumſtances will give leave, to a Con- 
{ciencious ' Attendance on the daily Publick 
Worſhip. And that this Duty 1s preſſed, and 


bound upon us 3 


1. By that Obedience we owe to the Will 
of God, revealed in the Goſpel. 

2. By that Zeal we ought to have for the 
Honour, and Glory of God, and the Intereſt 
of our Religion. 

3- By .the Advantages we may reap from 
our ſo doing, viz. The laying out ſo much 
of our time in the beſt manner, and to the beſt 
Account, Being hereby put upon great Cir- 
cumſpedion, and Watchfulnels over our ſelves, 

that 
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that we lead unreprovable, and exemplary Lives; 
our own growth in all Grace; and eſpecially 
in the Love of God, and of our Neighbour. 

. By the concern we ought to have for the 
good of others; the Publick Proſperity, and E- 
fabliſhment both of our Church and State. 

5. By the Authority and Example of the 
Church of Chriſt in all Ages, and Places. 


But after all this, Men have not lerfure from 
their ſecular Employments; and ſerving God in 
their Calling, they tell us, is better than Praying. 
But is not Religion our Calling too ? I am ſnare 
the Scripture uſes the Word, Vocation, or Cal- 
ling in that Senſe, and1 think in that only; and 
the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions tell us, Thar our 
ſecular Callings, Trades, or Profeflions, are our 
Work, by the bye only, as providing for the 
Neceflities of this lower Animal Life. A; 4a: 
T& Tia» miped row. But the Worſhip of God 
is our Principal Bufineſs. "Epyy 8 5 Occotfre. 
2- Conſt. 61. 


It we muſt live Godlily, as well as _— 

and Righteouſly ; we muſt then reckon theP 

lick Worſhip of God among theBufinefſes of our 
2 E 


Lives, 
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Lives, and allow a competent time for the Di(- 
charge of what appears to be one third part of 
our Duty. I would adviſe even the Pooreſt Per- 
ſons, who maintain themſelves and Families by 
bard Labour, to venture fo much of their time 
with God, as the Prayers take up every day ; 
and I am per{waded they would find it no 1l] 
Husbandry, God would not be in their debe 
at the years end. But thoſe who have not lei- 
ſure, becauſe they will not have it ; becauſe, 
not being Content with Food and Raiment 
( the Wealth of a true Chriſtian ) they wilt 
be dangerouſly Rich; though they do thereby 
fall into Temptation and a Snare, and into 
thoſe many toolilh and hurtful Luſts,which often 
drown them, or their Poſterity in Deftruction 
and Perdition : theſe ought well ro.conſider the 
Nature, and DoGrines of our Holy Religion, 
7i%. That it teaches us not to Love the World, 
nor the things of This World ; to be Crucified to 
 theWorld: To ſet our AﬀeStions on things above, 
and not on things on the Earth; To.lay up our 
Treaſure in Heaven : To provide for our ſelves 
Bags that Wax not old, To be rich towards God, 
| Tobe ledby the Spirit, and to walk after the Spi- 
rit 3, and then let them well weigh, whether 
| a Re- 


LY 
a Religion Eſtabliſhed on theſe, and the like 
Maxims,may not reaſonably demand atleaſt one 
24th. part of their time for the publick Honour, 
andService of God,and the promoting their own 
great Intereſt, that of their mmortal Souls; and 
the good of the Community in which they live, 
and whether their conſtant, or frequent Pre- 
tence to want of leiſure for the Publick Wor- 


ſhip, be not in truth a Criminal Vitious Love %. 


of the World, and roo much minding Earthly 
things, and, in plain Englith, chufing to ſerve 
Mammon, rather than God: ? | 


Certainly # the generality of Men were ag 
truly Wiſe, and as truly Pious as they ought 
to be ; if they underſtood the Intereſts of their 
Souls, of their Religion, of their Church and 
Nation, as well as they do the little concern of 
getting Money ; they eafily might, and would, 
fo order their Afﬀairs, that our Churches might 
be every day as well filled in the Morning and 
Evening, as the Exchange is at Noon. And 
doubtleſs, he who having the neceſfary Prepa- 
rations of an holy Chriſtian Converſation, a 
Life led in all Godlineſs, and Honeſty; (or a 
ſerious, prevailing Reſoſution ſo to Live $ of 

| an 
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ay upiighe-Intention, and iiicere 'aim- at. ths 
ary of God; . his own growth in Grace, and 
the good of others.; ſhall make Conſcience of 
entring God's Courts twice every day; . when 
he comes to die, will find more SatisfaQion in 
that one hour thus ſpent, than in all thoſe he 
{pends in his Worldly concerns, and no parti- 
cular will ſand fairer in the account of our time, 
.- which we mnſt all make: to God at the laſt day, 
than the Itexe, So much ſpent every day, when 
we had opportunity, in the Publick Worſhip, 

and Service of God. 
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